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AUTHORITY 


The Meat Import Act came into force on February 11, 1982. 
The act provides authority for the regulation of imports into 
Canada of fresh, chilled and frozen beef and veal, and to that 
effect amends the Export and Import Permits Act. The Minister 
of Agriculture, with the concurrence of the Secretary of State 
for External Affairs, may establish any restrictions on the 
quantity of imported beef and veal allowed into Canada, in 
accordance with the formula set out in the act's schedule, and 
following consultations with countries exporting meat to 
Canada. As well, any restrictions on the quantity of meat that 
may be imported into Canada cannot be less than the Global 
Minimum Access Commitment (GMAC) agreed to by Canada in previous 
multilateral trade negotiations under the General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade (GATT). 

The act also provides authority for the Minister of 
Agriculture to appoint an advisory committee consisting of a 
chairman and not less than two and not more than four other 
members who represent the meat industry and consumers. This 
committee meets at the call of the Minister and advises him on 
any matters he refers to it that are related to the importation 


of meat into Canada. 


THE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 


Current members of the advisory committee, appointed by the 


Minister of Agriculture pursuant to Section 6 of ‘the act, are: 


Chairman: Mr. Gary Jones, Producer (Saskatchewan) 
Members: Ms Sylvia Atkinson, Consumer's Association 
(Saskatchewan) 
Dr. Gordon Burton, Producer (Alberta) 
Mr. Gaétan Bélanger, UPA (Quebec) 
Mr. Frank Hess, Processor (Ontario) 

The advisory committee was convened on October 22, 1987, to 
consider producer concerns about the then-current high levels of 
imports of beef and veal. The committee noted the levels, but 
did not recommend quotas or voluntary restraint arrangements 
under the act. The chairman of the advisory committee undertook 
to prepare a working paper for 1988 on the overall beef import 
situation. It was agreed that Agriculture Canada would 


maintain, during 1988, a close watch on the volume of beef and 


veal imports. 


BEEF AND VEAL IMPORTS IN 1987 


Imports of beef and veal entering Canada in 1987 and their 


source of origin were: 


Australia Sash 2 ee 
New Zealand 2579437 ¢ 
United States 23) 25 ae 
Nicaragua 33766 
Other 140 t 
TOTAL 92 3567-6 


Source: Statistics Canada, Trade of Canada 


Imports of beef and veal were projected to be approximately 
92 355 t during 1987. The Global Minimum Access Commitment 
under the GATT for 1987 was 67 800 t. 

The Minister of Agriculture and the Minister for 
International Trade took into account the formula and 
considerations set out in the act's schedule. Then, on December 
ll, 1986, following consultation with the chairman of the 
Advisory Committee and in accordance with the projections, the 
federal government announced (as required under Section 3 of the 
act) that it was necessary to maintain the standby authority to 
restrict the quantity of beef and veal in fresh, chilled or 
frozen beef and veal that could be imported into Canada during 
that year. As import levels of these products remained stable, 
it was determined that no further action was necessary and no 


restrictions were applied in 1987. 


IMPORT REGIME IN 1988 


The Global Minimum Access Commitment for 1988 is 68 200 t. 
The international beef markets remain unstable and the 
possibility exists for diversion to the Canadian market. On 
December 21, 1987, the Minister of Agriculture and the Minister 
for International Trade announced that the federal government 
would retain standby authority to control meat imports under the 
Meat Import Act in 1988. The government will maintain a close 
watch on the volume of beef and veal imports during 1988. In 
addition to monitoring the situation on imports, agreement was 
also reached to hold quarterly consultations with Canada's 


principal suppliers of fresh, chilled and frozen beef and veal. 


CANADA'S TRADE IN BEEF AND VEAL, AND LIVE CATTLE, 


1985-1987 


1985 1986 1987 
Imports 
Total beef and veal (fresh, 
chilled and frozen )('000 t) tin Ufa) 92.4 
Australia 19.6 SAAS 34.8 
New Zealand Zoer 20.6 25.9 
United States 19.8 59.8 Paleo 
European Economic Community Dive 2 | eg OO 
Others Leg Bee SirMS 
Total live beef cattle 
and calves 
('000 head) t 57.8 Ti igege 84.2 
(000m) 23152 29.4 64,7 
Exports 
Total beef and veal (fresh, 
chilled and frozen) ('000 t) 90.0 Sie3 ViatigX 
United States S 5a, tee 69.0 
Others 4.3 Ah Se 
Live exports ('000 head) 
Slaughter cattle2 234.8 178.0 193.6 
Feeder cattle3 64.4 oA pee 
Veal calves4 35.5 i sters: 25 30 
1 Source: Agriculture Canada Livestock Market Review. Includes 


slaughter and feeder cattle and calves from selected ports 


Feeder cattle, 91-318 kg 


em WD 


Source: Statistics Canada, 


Veal calves, 91 kg and less 


Slaughter cattle, 318 kg and over 
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